
© 2019 The Art of Digital Fabrication. Erin E. Riley.150

LOTS of shape options 
to explore by expanding corner!

Double click the
FILL box to set
color or NO FILL 
for the area inside
a shape.
 

 

10 pt

You can adjust size 
of line with STROKE WEIGHT. 

 

COLOR PICKER

Move this bubble
to set color.

1    OPEN A NEW DOCUMENT
 

  NAME and set SIZE of your document.  

2     CREATE A SHAPE

 In the tool palette find the 

RECTANGLE TOOL

PRESS

  shift and you can make 
regular shapes

FILE              NEW

OK

3     CHANGE COLOR AND OUTLINE OF SHAPE

Double click the
STROKE box to set
color or NO STROKE
for the boundary
line defining a 
shape.
 

 

PRESS

  shift to multiselect

SELECTION  (select whole shape)

DIRECT SELECTION (select part
of shape or even one point)

LASSO  (draw around things 
to select)

Select whole 
.by dragging box.

Select a
point.

Select free-form
shape with lasso.

PRESS

        delete to REMOVE

4     SELECT AND DELETE

  E x p l o r e  I l l u s t r a t o r  i n  1 0  S t e p s

Explore Illustrator in 10 StepsExplore Illustrator in 10 Steps
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5     CHANGE SHAPE OF SHAPE
 
 

Select a
point.

Drag New shape
6     COMBINE SHAPES
 
 

Overlap 
shapes + SELECT

Choose
shape builder
tool.

Drag line 
across shapes
to combine.

7     DELETE A PATH AND RECLOSE A SHAPE 
 
 

        delete+ + ++ +

Lasso
line
between 
points.

Choose
line 
segment
tool.

Hover
over
point.

Drag to
new point
to close
shape.

8     TURN TEXT INTO OUTLINES

TEXT TEXT
Type some text.

SELECT           OBJECT 
Text Objects

TYPE
Create Outlines

Explore Illustrator in 10 Steps Explore Illustrator in 10 Steps
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9     DRAW WITH THE PEN TOOL
 
 TRY DRAWING A SQUARE

*

This means you are
starting a shape.

This means you are
closing a shape.

TRY DELETING A POINT FROM YOUR SQUARE

TRY MAKING CURVES

CLICK
one.

CLICK two
and DRAG.  

TRY MAKING A CIRCLE

STEP 1 STEP 2

CLICK 1

  DRAG

CLICK 2

DRAG

CLICK 3

  DRAG

10     ROTATE AND REFLECT
 
 

90 

SELECT SHAPE

Double CLICK on
ROTATE    tool to 
key in an angle
for rotation.

90 

SELECT SHAPE

Double CLICK on
REFLECT    tool in
a horizontal or
vertical orientation.

Explore Illustrator in 10 Steps




